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OUTSIDE THE FRAME

What
An exhibition of conceptual sculptures and cut and shaped portraits on paper by 
Vesna Kittelson

When
Thursday, February 21, 2013 – Saturday, March 30, 2013
Gallery hours: Thursday – Saturday, 12:00 – 6:00 pm and by appointment
Free an open to the public

Reception
Saturday, February 23, 2013 from 6:00- 8:00 pm
Free and open to the public

Where
Form+Content Gallery
Whitney Square Building

210 North 2nd Street, Suite 104
Minneapolis, MN 55401

Info
Gallery 612/436-1151
Howard Oransky 651/592-1841
 HYPERLINK "mailto:formandcontent@gmail.com" formandcontent@gmail.com
 HYPERLINK "http://www.formandcontent.org" http://www.formandcontent.org

Description
(Minneapolis, MN) – Form+Content Gallery presents Outside the Frame, an 
exhibition of conceptual sculpture and cut and shaped portraits on paper by 
Vesna Kittelson. This is Vesna Kittelson’s first one-person exhibition at Form
+Content since she joined the gallery. The selected sculptures, portraits and 
themes in the exhibition Outside the Frame are a collage of personal and 
conceptual ways of addressing the strangeness of being an immigrant barraged 
by cultural influences. Rethinking her identity in a new and unfamiliar 
environment and language required a self-conscious approach to her inherited 
history. Kittelson expands and combines this history with her meditation on 
current cultural perspectives and substructures, and brings it to a new visual 
level.



Departing from her usual practice of exhibiting only paintings, for this exhibition 
Kittelson combines 3D shaped portraiture and sculpture to address her 
observations about two distinct and opposing cultural forces. The portraits 
respond to the human drive to be creative, build communities and cities, and to 
produce art. The sculptures – including the Babel Tower measuring 10 feet in 
height -- relate to human alienation and the destruction of our cities, histories, 
and environment.  

Artist Statement
“In the portraits I celebrate young people’s ability to live the contemporary ideal of 
seeing our culture in new ways.  They treat the world around them with 
remarkable ease, regardless of their cultural differences, background, status, or 
race. The portraits are oil renderings of young people’s faces on paper. When 
finished, they are cut, backed with silk and shaped to have a 3D presence. They 
are not intended for framing and can be installed directly on the wall. They can 
shift from an individual portrait to a cluster of portraits in a site-specific 
installation. 

The sculptures Babel Tower and Twice Born turn historical time and one’s identity 
upside down. In the Babel Tower, I visually contextualize the dysfunctional nature 
of a multitude of languages as tools of communication.  A discarded pillar is cut 
into 5 pieces and adhesive letters and foreign language dictionaries coated with 
encaustic and cut and shaped are reassembled into a tower conveying 
uncertainty and instability. Twice Born relates to the strangeness of the fact that 
immigrants are formally given identity documents twice or more in their life. In the 
process of creating a library of passports, one of an individual’s most precious 
documents, I discovered that this idea of displaying ones identity was far more 
radical than anticipated because of its perceived vulnerability.”  

Artist Biography
Vesna Krezich Kittelson was born in Bosnia-Hercegovina and grew up in Split, an 
ancient city in Croatia. After Kittelson graduated in Law in 1970, she moved to 
Cambridge, England and then to Minneapolis. She obtained a B.A. in Studio Arts 
and an M.A. in Design from the University of Minnesota, and settled in 
Minneapolis where she works and exhibits. Kittelson’s professional career started 
when she joined the WARM Gallery, which provided a showcase for her early 
work. Kittelson’s art developed around several primary themes including pure 
abstraction, paper sculpture, images of war, and portraiture. Related art activities 
included teaching in the Fine Arts Department and the Graduate Program at the 
Minneapolis College of Art and Design. Her awards include a Bush Artist 
Fellowship and several Minnesota State Arts Board awards. Her work is in 
private and museum collections at the Weisman Art Museum and Minnesota 
Museum of American Art and in Croatia’s Modern Art Museum. She is a member 
of Form+Content Gallery and Traffic Zone Center for Visual Arts. 
www.vesnakittelson.com



Press Images
01-Kittelson
Vesna Kittelson
Kara, 2012
Oil on paper, cut, shaped and backed with silk, triptych, 74 x 76 x 2 in.

02-Kittelson
Vesna Kittelson
Lulu, 2012
Oil on paper, cut, shaped and backed with silk, 30 x 24 x 3 in.

03-Kittelson
Vesna Kittelson
Rica, 2012
Oil on paper, cut, shaped and backed with silk, 30 x 23 x 4 in.

04-Kittelson
Vesna Kittelson
Jan, 2012
Oil on paper, cut, shaped and backed with silk, 31 x 21 x 2 in.

05-Kittelson
Vesna Kittelson
Babel Tower, 2012
Found and transformed materials – cut up pillar, adhesive letters, foreign 
language dictionaries, encaustic, metal globe, 10 feet high, 7 feet floor radius, 40 
inches books/column radius.

06-Kitteslon
Vesna Kittelson
Babel Tower, 2012 detail

07-Kittelson
Vesna Kittelson
Babel Tower, 2012, detail

08-Kittelson
Vesna Kittelson
Twice Born, 2012
Found cabinet, expired passports, documents of immigration and naturalization, 
various ID cards, 21 x 15 x 4 in.

Mission Statement
Form+Content Gallery will nurture diverse artistic practice and thoughtful 
dialogue.  We value art as a catalyst for critical thinking.  We value integrity and 
the artistic process. We aspire to link personal expression to broader social 



contexts. Form+Content Gallery is dedicated to moving the definitions and 
practice of culture forward in new and lively ways.  Suggestions and ideas for 
cultural partnerships and programs are welcome.
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